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INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands � Minister for Education) [9.12 am]: On Tuesday I was delighted to 
inform the house that the Department of Education and Training had received 102 expressions of interest from 
schools across the length and breadth of Western Australia to become independent public schools. I am now able 
to table a full list of the schools that have applied. The applicants include 59 primary schools, 31 secondary 
schools, five senior colleges and campuses, three district high schools and four education support schools and 
centres. We have 23 schools from rural and remote areas of the state, as well as those from the greater 
metropolitan area. Eight clusters of schools have also expressed their interest. I am particularly pleased that we 
have schools from a range of socioeconomic backgrounds. It is clear this initiative has been seen by many 
different schools as offering the kind of flexibility they need to ensure their students have the best possible 
learning opportunities. 

Giving greater autonomy to public schools was a key platform on which the government was elected almost 
12 months ago, and this initiative is now on its way to helping shape public education in Western Australia for 
the future. Many schools have looked forward to this opportunity for many years and I am really pleased that 
they and their communities have responded so quickly and decisively. 

The process of considering which schools will be included in the first intake will now begin. This is being 
undertaken by a panel that will make recommendations to the Director General of the Department of Education 
and Training. A comprehensive induction program for principals, registrars and school councils will start in 
October. Schools that are unsuccessful this year will automatically be considered for 2011, when applications are 
reopened for new entrants. I would like to reiterate that these schools are still public schools, with all the support 
and backing of the public school system in WA. However, they will have more ownership of overall school 
direction, teacher selection, education programs, values and ethos, discipline and behaviour management. 
Principals and staff will have more authority and freedom from central policies, procedures and compliances. 
However, there will be strict accountability measures in place and the schools need to abide by legislation and 
industrial agreements. The positive support of nearly one-eighth of public school communities across WA for 
this initiative clearly shows our principals, teachers, parents and the broader community are ready for this 
change. 

[See paper 1243.] 
 


